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among sensible men. If they were led to regard him as a wise, disinterested and upright statesman whose only object was to assist them in arriving at a correct conclusion in respect to a great public question, by which the country had long been convulsed and which was now to be brought to an end, that result could not fail to be in the highest degree favorable to the bank. If, on the contrary, they should have reason to suspect that he was a necessitous and unscrupulous politician, one, who under specious disguises, brought his great mental power into market, and used the political power which had been placed in his hands by his confiding constituents for wise and beneficient public purposes, to the advancement of his individual interests—to believe that he had been so lost to decency, so indifferent to the respect of his countrymen, as to have acted, after the speech which was submitted to them had been delivered as he was, in those interrogatories, supposed to have acted, that great effort would not exert more influence upon their decision than so much waste paper. A man of Mr. Biddle's sagacity could not have failed to see the matter in that light, and would have hastened to Mr. Webster's exculpation, if there had not been a feature in the transaction, by which silence was rendered the only safe course to be taken. The circumstances alluded to, in the interrogatories, were nearly all supposed to have occurred at, and in the neighborhood of Philadelphia, and whether they were truly or falsely set forth was peculiarly within the cognisance of the President and officers of the bank. Nothing therefore, could have been easier than to give them tliQ lie in detail, and thus overwhelm Mr. Webster's detractors, among whom they could on that account with no small degree of plausibility, have placed the President himself. How important would such a triumph have been to the bank, and how embarrassing to its opponents at that critical moment. Whatever may have caused the omission, it is well known that no attempt to cause their opponents0 so great a discomfiture, was made by the bank or its political allies. The President and his Cabinet, the State paper and the great party whose cause it sustained were left free to press upon the people the inferences that naturally arose from Webster's silence and the silence of the bank also upon the subject of these revelations, through which if neither refuted nor explained, the character of its of directors, or exchange committee,
